MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 8th MARCH, 2011 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman

A J Austin

Mrs A K Jarrett

Mrs S J Carter

W Bellin
Apologies:


County Councillor R P Thomas

Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
February Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor G W Bates and seconded by Councillor A J Austin that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st of February 2011 be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received an application from Julie Horton.  The Chairman had also approached other people who had expressed an interest, however none of them had put in written applications.

After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Mrs S Carter and seconded by Councillor A Austin that, subject to her not being a member of the Village Hall Committee, Mrs Julie Horton be co-opted as a Community Councillor to replace the vacancy created by the resignation of Councillor M Sweeney.  It was further agreed that, subject to the conditions being agreed, Mrs Horton would take office at the next meeting in January once she had signed all the papers.  The Chairman said that, until that had been completed, Mrs Horton would only be able to attend as an observer.  Agreed unanimously.
3.2
Precept 2011 – 12
The Chairman reported that the Vale of Glamorgan Council had increased their levy by 3% for 2011 – 12, and the Police had levied 5% on top of existing levies.
3.3
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman said that he had not been able to speak to the Clerk following his return from New Zealand, and would discuss this at the first opportunity.  The Chairman also confirmed that he would also contact Brown’s to ensure that the information was correct.  The Clerk reported that he had been undergoing the process of putting all files onto an electronic system as required by Statute.  On-going.
3.4
Notice Board

The Chairman suggested that this be put under capital projects and be discussed separately.  Agreed.
3.5
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
Councillor A Austin said that the deadline for the newsletter was the 9th March, the Chairman said that he would try to send a piece to Julie Lloyd by the deadline.  The Chairman further reported that Julie Lloyd had asked whether the Community Council could make a contribution to assist with the costs involved in the printing of the newsletter.  The Chairman suggested that from 2011-12, the Community Council could make a yearly grant to Julie Lloyd towards the funding of the costs of the printing of the newsletter.
In light of this, Councillor A Austin queried as to whether there could be donation of a grant to the website to assist Terry Morgan who had put together a website for the village.  The Chairman said that the previous website had been abused by the public at large and had been withdrawn.  There was a hope that this would have more success that the last attempt.  The Chairman said that Mr Morgan now publishes the newsletter on the website, and asked if he could also publish the minutes.  The only information that is currently on the website is that the Community Council exists and that the Chairman is Councillor Graham-Woollard.
The Chairman said that there while was no problem with the information currently on the website, it would not be permissible to put the minutes on the website and that it would be against Statutory Instruments governing reporting minutes and producing them on websites which were not controlled by the safeguards which County Councils and the Welsh Assembly Government had.  Furthermore, the Chairman pointed out that any public information could be obtained from the Vale of Glamorgan Council website, which was governed by strict controls.

It was proposed by Councillor W Bellin that an ex-gratia grant payment should be made of £150.00 to Julie Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett.  This was on condition that Julie Lloyd stating that she published the newsletter, sponsored by the Colwinston Community Council.  All agreed.  In regard to the website, it was agreed that advice would be given to Mr Morgan and that it would be reviewed in due course.
3.6
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman said that no “go live” date had been given, but that the fibre-optic installation activity on the A48 had continued.  Noted.
3.7
Boundary Query
The Chairman reported that Miles Punter had yet to agree to confirm that this was the case, but he was still looking into the matter.
3.8
Damage to the grass verge by the School
The Chairman reported that Robert Thomas had made representations stating a concern that if bollards were put in they would prevent him as the riparian owner from cutting the hedges.  The Chairman had spoken to the Vale of Glamorgan Council in regard to this and the matter of Tŵmpath.  He said that he had met with two highways officers the previous week who had undertaken to put forward a proposal under the Community Grants Scheme to modify the highway, but that it would have to be to highway standards – these being the installation of “grasscrete” with grass, which would involve a lot of work as the verge would need to be lowered to road level and then back filled.
The site meeting had also discussed extending the footpath beyond that which had been done in the past.  The Chairman suggested a featherboard with crushed limestone footpath but the Highways team said that it would have to be tarmac to meet health & safety requirements.  The third part of the proposal would be to progressively re-align the kerb on the school side towards Maes y Bryn.  The Chairman said that a project usually has to be put forward with quotes obtained, however, if this proposal was put forward under the Community Grants Scheme, Highways had said that they would look into the possibility without the need for three quotes.  The Chairman also said that he had spoken to the Community Grants people who were very helpful in regard to this matter.

In the meantime, the Highways department had said that they did not have the resources to put a project in place, or to put forward plans.  In light of this, the Deputy Chairman had spoken to Dereck Evans who agreed to finalise drawings for the plans by the 11th of March.  Once he has received them, the Chairman would then send them to Highways.  The Chairman said that the question would then be how the project was taken forward, and how it could be financed.  The Chairman said that there was a good chance that this could be met next year if not this year, but with the closing date imminent, it was more likely that it would be next year.  The Chairman added that this would also necessitate funding from the Community Council, in the region of a possible amount of £3,000 – 4,000.  The Chairman said that it would be wise to obtain a CASH Grant for 2011 – 12, and was confident that this could be achieved in the next year following the plans and the assistance of the Vale of Glamorgan Council.
The Chairman added that there would need to be public support for the project, and suggested that a petition be put forward to obtain additional support from the village.  Councillor G Bates agreed that he would put this forward to the Governors next week and also engineer support from the public along with support through the school and the pub.  The Chairman agreed to put together a draft letter of support to the Vale of Glamorgan Council and it was proposed that a sub-committee should be formed consisting of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman and another member of the Community Council who is available.

3.9
Best Kept Village Competition

The Chairman said that the local task force would be a good idea, two villagers had already indicated that they would be prepared to be involved with the task force.  The Chairman agreed to put something about this in the newsletter.  The Chairman added that funds were available for assisting in litter picks and for the provision of basic equipment.
3.10
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

The Chairman said that the plans for the grass cutting will not be known until April.  Agreed to be put on the agenda for the May meeting.
3.11
Recycling

County Councillor R Thomas said that he had contacted Rhondda-Cynon-Taff Council in regard to the problems and the dangerous driving.  All were asked to be vigilant in regard to this matter.  To be taken forward to the next meeting when Councillor R Thomas is available to attend.
3.12
HGV Signs

The Chairman said that he had been in touch with the Vale of Glamorgan and would await news from the Welsh Assembly Government.
3.13.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
The Chairman said that he had also referred this to the Vale of Glamorgan Council in the context of poor road surface drainage.  The Chairman said that the work had not been done to specification, and that the Vale of Glamorgan Council were having difficulties in questioning the contractors.


3.14
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
Councillor Mrs. Angela Jarrett declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon other than in regard to matters of clarification as declared proper by the Chairman.
The Chairman said that he had had spoken to the publicans of the Sycamore.  This had resulted in the request on the grounds of assisting commercial viability which the Chairman had put forward to Councillor Jeff James of the Vale of Glamorgan Council, who is the cabinet member for Planning and Highways, who said that he would progress this and was pursuing the matter to try and ensure that the appropriate signs were installed.  This is being supported by Brains Brewery.

3.15
Gritting
The Chairman said that the two bins had been put in place.


3.16
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman said that Nathaniel Cars were still advertising on Green Lane.  County Councillor R Thomas said that this and the Motocross signs and the hedge were being looked into.  To be taken forward to the next meeting when Councillor R Thomas is available to attend.

3.17
Colwinston Trust
The Chairman confirmed that he had put in a request to the Charity Commission for further information on the Blanket Fund.

3.18
Seat for the Little Hill
Councillor A Austin said that he had not been able to resource more robust retention plates to secure the Bench, but would look into the matter further.

3.19
Biodegradable Dog Waste Bags.

The Chairman said that he not had a response to this yet.  In regard to the food waste, Councillor G Bates advised all to look at the Vale of Glamorgan Council website.

3.20
The Spinney and Little Hill
The Chairman said that the cost of clearing the area opposite the Spinney and top dressing the Little Hill footpath had been £320.00.  This included labour, materials and considerable waste disposal.  The Chairman said that the site had been cleared by the contractor to the state where it could now be strimmed.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that the account be paid.  Agreed unanimously.
4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman said that he had pursued this matter with highways, where a site visit was held on Tŵmpath.  Highways had said that it would deal with the matter as a priority.  The Chairman said that the problem pothole at the School had been done, but that the area of Tŵmpath was still outstanding.  The Chairman said that he had spoken on the phone with the Vale of Glamorgan, and the current three-year capital maintenance plan still included Tŵmpath.  The Chairman further agreed to write to the Vale of Glamorgan about the kerbstones on the road to Tŷ Draw and add the matter of Tŵmpath.  Should this not be successful, the Chairman agreed to contact the MP to ask him to get involved.
5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer had updated the balances, which were as follows:

The Accounts for the month ending 28th February 2011 showing balances of £5651.08 (Current Account) and £7186.64 (Deposit Account) as circulated by the Treasurer were noted.

6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
General Report
The Chairman said that items as appropriate had either been reported on or would be tabled under ‘Other Business’ to coincide with the return of the Clerk.

7
OTHER BUSINESS

7.1
Planning Forum
The Chairman said that the Vale of Glamorgan had invited him and the Clerk to the Planning Forum.  Both the Chairman and Clerk had been unable to go, however the Vale of Glamorgan Council had sent a CD from the forum about the issues discussed.  This was available for examination by Community Council members.

7.2
MP’s Surgeries
The Chairman put forward to the MP that more surgeries take place in the Western Vale. – to be let lie.


7.3
Mobile Library
The Chairman presented a letter he had received from Kath Jones in regard to the mobile library.  Mrs Jones had said in the letter that she had received information that the Vale of Glamorgan may decide to discontinue the service.  Councillor G Bates said that this is an important service as it is used by the school, the playgroup, and several older members of the village.  The Chairman said that he had referred this to the cabinet member responsible for libraries, Councillor Tony Hampton, but had not yet received a reply.  Councillor G Bates agreed that it would be difficult to maintain every service, but it would be beneficial to try and keep this going.  The Chairman said that there may be the possibility of using the Green Link for going to the Library in Cowbridge, should the service be discontinued, which he had also conferred to Mrs Jones in his reply.

7.4
Energy Saving Trust
The Clerk declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion other than in regard to matters of clarification as declared proper by the Chairman.

The Chairman tabled a letter from the Energy Saving Trust to use alternative energy resources, supported by the Welsh Assembly Government.  This initiative would help individuals and the community through community councils.

7.5
Electoral Boundary Review
The Chairman presented two copies of the Electoral Boundary Review of the Electoral arrangements for the Vale of Glamorgan, which he had received in the Clerk’s absence.  The Chairman said that in summary, the proposal is to reduce the number of county councillors from 47 to 46 councillors, and a constituency of 2,600.  The Llandow-Ewenny ward was 5% adrift from the norm and would not change in regard to this matter.
7.6
Planning Application – P/DC/YW/2011/00162/FUL – Michaelmas Cottage – The Vines – Installation of Chimney Pipe and French door and canopy
The Clerk informed the meeting of the planning application for Michaelmas Cottage, The Vines.  The design showed that there was a wish to install a chimney pipe to the east (rear) of the property, and the insertion of a French door and canopy on the north (side) of the property, replacing a window.
There were no other observations to make, it was agreed that the Clerk would reply accordingly.  Agreed unanimously.

7.7
Zurich Insurance
The Chairman reported that he had sent an e-mail to the Clerk which he had received from Zurich Insurance which offered insurance for Parish and Local Councils.  The Chairman said that it would be relevant to compare this with the Community Council’s existing insurers, Allianz, when the policy was due for renewal later in the year.

7.8
Solar Panels
The Chairman reported that he had received an e-mail from Mr Robert Thomas of Church Farm, responding to the article in the newsletter concerning Mr Terry Morgan’s installation of solar panels.  Mr Thomas had enquired in his e-mail whether planning permission was needed.

The Chairman said that it was not something which the Community Council was involved in and it was agreed that the he would reply to Mr Thomas, advising him to contact the Vale of Glamorgan Council in regard to planning approval for solar panels.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 12th of April at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.30 pm.

Signed
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....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
12/04/2011
Signed
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Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
12/04/2011
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